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effect. He was followed by Vishnu, Varuna and other gods,
all to return unsuccessful
Finally Indra came forward wielding his Vajrayudha
to confront the Yaksha who had by then disappeared A
lightning flashed as Indra winked his eyes. Before him stood
wonderously fair Uma Haimavati, well adorned with
golden ornaments and smiling. Indra asked her who and
where that Yaskha was. She replied that the stranger who
was none other than Lord Siva who came to prove their
weakness. She pointed out that the victory they gained over
the demons was not due to their valour. She added, "It is
He who impels the mind to alight on its object. The Great
God is at the back of every form of power, movement and
life in this universe. The most striking phenomena of
lightning and the most insignificant function of winking are
due to him. He is what illumines the lightning. He is what
makes one wink. Because of Him the mind knows the
external world and remembers and imagines things. Your
victory was only a result of the grace of Siva. He is known
as Tadvana, the one to be worshipped as the Atinan of all
living beings". The gods realised their faults and shed their
pride and humbly began to pray slowly proceeding towards
the cave in which the Lord vanished. The Lord appeared
before them and assured that by their intense penance and
deep devotion, their pride and ignorance were cut off and
that he would look after their welfare. The Great God
declared that the linga worshipped by them would be
known as Sahasradeva linga and the teertha used by them
as Shasradevatha teertha. The cave nearby would be known
as Yakshaguha. Granting various boons to the gods, the
Lord disappeared.
Chapters 79, 80 and 81 of Shtala purana
Note: [ There is a huge Sivalinga with 1008 small lingas
engraved in it amidst thick forest in a valley five miles to
the south of the town. There are also the idols of Indra and